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S there is but * one God and Father of all, one Lord ever 
all,and one Spirir; Sois there but + one truth, ove Faith, one 


A TRVE DESCRIPTIO 
Salvation, one Church,called in one hope,1oy ned in one pro= 


OF THE WORD OF GOD, 
A teflion,guided by one t rule,even the Word of the moſt high, 


of the viſlible Church, 
* Geneſ.1.1. Ex04.20. 3. t 1Tim. 2. 4. Phil,1, 27, 
 Ephe.2,14,10h.4.41. \ Dent.6,25. kom. 10.8, 2 Tim,z.,- 


15. 10h.8,51. 116h,2.3,4.07c. 

This Church as it is vniverſallie vnderſtood, conteyneth 1n it all the 
o# Ele& of God that have bin,are,or ſhalbe: But being conſidered more 
particularlie, as it is ſcen in this preſent world , it conſiſteth of a com- 
panie and fellowſhip of * faithful and holie people t gathered in the 
name of Chrift Icſus, their only t King, * Piicſt, and fs Prophet, * 
worl hipping him aright, being t peaccablre and quietlic governed by 
his Officers and lawes, t keping the voitie of faith in the bond of 
peace & * love vnfained. ef» Genel. 17.chap, 1 Pet. 1.2. Revel. 


2.9. 1Cor.10.3,10þ.17,10,20. X* Pſal. 111.1. 149.1, 
Iſa. 62.12, Fpheſ.1,1, 1Cor.1,2, Dent, 14. 2. t Dear. 
12,5. 10h.6,37.@ 3,14. 12.32. Luke 17437» tGen.44. 
- #. Pfal.4s 6.3achg9 9. Heb.1,f, " Rom.$.34. 10Þ.17, 

. chap. Heb.y "7 $,1.@ 4.14. VF Dent.18, 15. Mat.17, 

. $, Heb,r,2.Gen.14,.18. * Ex0.20.4.5.6.7,8.Lev.io.s, 
Joh.4.23. tC Mar.ll.29.1Cor.11,16., Mar.13.34. Rev. 
22.9. t Fphe 4.3.1Cor.1.13.Mar,g.z0, " /6h.13. 

' 34+ I Cor.13,4. i Per.1.22. 1 10b.3.19, 
Moſt * joyful, excellenr, and glorious things areeverie where inthe 


| Scriptures ſpoken ofthis Church, Iris called the + Citic, t Houſe 
Temple, & * mountaine of the eternal God:the * choſen generation, 


the hohie nation, the peculiar people,the t Vineyard, thet garden en- 
cloſed, the (pring ſhut vp,the ſcaled fountaine, the orchyard of pom- 


granates with ſweet ck a.” » the* kingdome of Chriſt: 
yea 


— 


I 
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.yea his * ſiſter; his love, his ſpoate,his t Quicene, & his? bodie,the ioye of 

4 the whole earth, To this ſocietie 1s the $$ covenant and all the promiſes 
made of * peace,of love,an4 oft ſalvation, of the i preſence of God, of 
his graces, of his power; and of his * proteftion., w» Pal. Ez. 3. 


| \ #16id,'1Tim,z,t15.Heb.z,6. *1Cor.z,17, "Iſaiah, 2,2. 
= Micha, 4,1. Zach.8,;, *1 Pert,z 9. t Iſaiah. 5,1. & 
27,2, tSong.q,iz,!1ſa.51,;, % I1[a19.25, * Micha.y, 
2, Mat.3.2, Toh.3,5, * Song. 5.2, *Pſal. 45.9, t1Cor, 
12.27. Epheſ.1.2z. *G1l.4,28.R0,9.4. * Pſalm. 147. 
14.2Theſ.;.16, +Iſay.q46,13.Zach.14,17. *1fa.60, ch, 
| EFech. 47.ch, Fach,4,12, * EJech.q8, 35. Mat, 28, 
= 20." [fa,62.chap. | 
| And ſurcly if this Church be conſidered in her partes,it (hal appeare 
| moſt beautifull, yea moſt wonderfull, and eveo t ravii hing the lenſes 


Ce EE. an aa 


| eo conceive, much more to beheld, what then to cnioy ſo blefled a 
[ communion, For behold,hert King and Lord 1s the King of peace, 8 
n | Lord himſelf of all gloric. She eninycth moſt holie and heavenlie 
 *lawecs, moſt faithfull and vigilant  Paſtours, moſt ſyncere 8 pure 

* Teachers, moſtcarcful and vpright + Governours, moſt diligent and 

rruſtic t Deacons, moſt loving and fober * Releevers, and a moft 

_ * humble, meek,obedientr, fairhfull, and loving people,ceverict ſtone l1- 

ring cle& and precious, everic ſtone hath his beaucie, his t burdev, and 

=. his * order, All bound to t cdific one another,cxhort, reprove,& com- 
= forr one another t lovingly as to their owne members, *® faithfully as in 
| the eyes of God, t Song.6,4.-9, tf Iſai.,62.11.Toh. 12,15. Heb, 2.7.8, 


[ ___* Mar.11,zo,11ob.s,;, * Eph.4-1. Af.20.ch, " R912, 7» 
© 21 (or.1,24.R0m,12,899 tAdes.6.ch. * Rom. 12,8. 
E-- *% Mat.5,5.Ezec.z6,38.I/4.60,4,Dent.1#,9--13, *1Pet.2,s, 
x Kine.7,9, Z1c.14,21. 'Gal,6,2. * 1Cor,12.ch, Rom, 
12,3.0'c. *Hebgo.24. tLev. 19,17. 1Theſ,q,g. * Col, 
3:47. Þ lob. .20. 

No t Office here is ambitiouſly affeted, not law wrongfully 
wreſted or * wilfully neglected, no + trueth hid or perverted,* everie 
one here hath fredome and power {not diſturbing the peaceable order 


of the Church) ro vttec his complaintes and griefes, 8& freely ro reprove 
the tranſgrefion and errours of any without exceprion of perſons, 


32 Cor,2,17, 3 lohg. tr Tim 4.,2,3.0 $.21.& 6.14.6Gal.6, 
12. * rCor.s, ler 23,28, 1Tim3,Lygo *1 Cor, G6 &f 


14,30:Coleg,17, 


Here 


Or Tux Vis1vtn Cuyncn, IN 
Here is no* intruſion or clitwirg vp another way into the ſheepe- 
folde, then t by the holy & free eleQion of the Lordes holie and free 
people, and that according tothe Lordes ordinance, humbling them= 
elves by faſting and prayer before the Lord, craving the direction of 
his holy Spirit, for the triall and approving of giftes,&&c,  +#Ioh. 
10,1. *'CAHes.1,23. Of 6,3. OF 14-230 
Thus thiy crderly proceed to ordination by faſling and prayer, in 
which * 2a&10n the Apoſtles vied laying on of handes. Thus hath 
everic one of the as 4 intereſt in the eleion and ordination of their 
officers,as alſo in the adminiſtration of their offices, vpon + tranſgreſs 
ſfion,offcnce,abuſe,&c. having an ecſpeciall care vnto the inviolable or- 
der of the Church,as is aforeſaid, %*1 Tim.4,14, & 5. 22, +Luk, 


17,3, Rom, 16,17. Col.g.l7, © 

Likewiſe in this Church they have holy tlawes, as limits & bondes, 
which, it is lawtullat no hand totianſgreſſe. They have lawes to dire& 
them in the choiſe of everic officer, what kind of men the Lord will 
have. Their Paſtour muſt be apt tro * teach, no yong Scholer , t able 
co dividethe worde aright, t holding faft that faithful word, accor+ 
ding to doQrine, that he may be able alſo to exhort, rebuke, improve, 
with wholeſome dofQrine,& to convince them thar ſay againſt it; He 
muſt be * a manthat loveth goodnes:he muſt be wiſe,righteous, holy, 
temperate; he muſt be of life vnreproveable, as Gods Steward ; hee 
muſt be een well reported of, & one that ruleth his owne houſ- 
hold vnder obedience with al honeſtie; he muſt be modcft, humble, 
meek, genthke, & loving: hee muſt be a man of great # patience, compaſ- 
Gon, labour and diligence; hee muſt ym, carctull and watchfull 
over the flock whereof the Lord hath made him overſeer , with a) wil- 
lingnes & chcarefulnes,not holding his cfficc in reſpeR of perſons, bur 
doing his ductic co evcric ſoule, as he will aunfwer before the chief 
Shepheard,&c, t Mat.5.19. 1 Tim. 1. 18, * Deur. 33. 16, 
Mal .2.7.1Tim.3,l.&c. t2Tim.2,15, tTi.1,9.2 lim. 
#,2. * Tit.1,7,4, +Num.12,3.7.1ſay.50, 4.5.6. 
Tere 3,15. Exec. 34,18. Ad.20.ch, 1PA4h,5,1,2, 3, 4 


I Tim.5.21, | 
' Their Do@or or Teacher muft be a man apt to teach,able to divide 
the word of God arighr, and todilver ſound and wholeſom doArive 
from the ſame,ftil| building vpon that ſound groundwork, he muſt 
be mightic in che Scriptures, able to convince the gainſayers, & care- 
full ro deliver his do&rine pure, ſound & plaine,not with curioſitic 
er aff-Aation, bur ſo that it may cdific the molt fimple,approving it ts 
evcry mans conſcicnce; he muſt be of life vnreproveable, one that can 
A&A 2  goveine 
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governe his owne hauſhold , he muſt be ot manners fober, temperate, 


modeſt, gentle and toving, &c. x T7, 3,chap, Tia..ch. 2 Tim, 
2,15, 1 Cor.1.17.& 2,4. 


Their Elders muſt be of wiſedome and iudgement,endued with the 
Spirit of Gad, able co diſcerne betw==n cauſe & cauſe, between plea & 
plea, & accordingly ro prevent & redresevilles, aliayes vigilant & in- 
tending to (ce the ſtatutes, ordinances, ani lawes of God kept in the 
Church, and that nor onelic by the people in obedience, bur to fee the* 
Officers do their dueries. Theſe men muſt bee of life 1kewiſe vnrepro- 
veablc,governing rheit owne families orderly, they muſt be alſo of ma-' 
ners ſober,gentle, modeſt, loving, temperate, &c. Numb, 11, 24, 
25. 2 Chro.19.8, Aﬀtes.15-ch. rTim, 3. & 5.chap, 

Their Deacons muſt be men of honeſt report,having the my ſteric of 
the faith in a pure conſcience,cndued with the holy Ghoſt: they muft 
be grave, temperate,nor given toexceſfc, nor to filchie lucre. _4dFes,” 


6,;3.1Tim.3,8.9. 


_ Their Rehevers or Widowes muſt be women of 60. yeares of age at- 
the leaſt, for avoyding of inconveniences: they muſt be well reported of 
for good works, ſuch as have nourit hed therr children, ſuch as have bin- 
harberous to ſtraungers;diliger & lerviccable to the Saints,copalvionate 
& helpful ro them in adverſitic, given to everie good worke, conti-- 
n ing in ſupplications and prayers night and day. x77,5,90,10. 


Tneſe Officers muſte firft be duely proved, then if they be found 
blameles, admimifter, &c, 1Tim.3.10. © 


Nowe as the perſons, giftes, conditions, manners, life, and proofe of 
theſe officers, is fer downe by the holic Ghoſt: So are their offices 
Iimired, ſevered, and divers: r Cor, 12.12,18.28, 


The Paſtours office is,to feed the ſheep of Chriſt in green and. whole- 
ſome paſtures of his word , and lead them to the ſtillwaters, even to 
the pure fountaine and river ofiife. Hee muſt guyde and keep thoſe 
ſheep by that heauen]y ſheephook & paſtorall ſtaffe of the word, there- 
by drawing them to him, thecebv looking into their toules, even into 
their moſt ſecret thoughtres : Thereby diſcerning their diſeaſes, and 
thercby curing them: applying to every diſcaſe a fir and cGuenient me- 
dicine,8 1ccording to the qualitie& danger of the diſeafe,give warning 
to the Church, that they may orderly proceed toexcommunicarion, 
Further. he muſt by this his ſheepchook watch over and defen( his 


| flo:k from rau-nous beates and the Wolfe,and rake the litle foxes. &c, 


 F{azy Lev nnyro, rt Nuts Eck 44 23.0 33,0 34. loh.. 


21.15, AcF.,20.28, 1 Pet. 5.1--4, Zach 11.7. Rev.22.2, Luk, 
12.42,2Cor.10,4,5.7eb,q,t2. loh,to,11,12,S018.2,15- 


| Or Tan Visrntn Cavacn, 
The Doctours office is alceadie ſcrt downe in his deſcription: His ſpe- 
ciall care muſt bee, to bui}d vpon the onely true groundwork, golde, 
ſilver , and pretious ſtones, that his work may ot the triall of the 
fire , and by the light of the ſame fire, reveale rhe Tymber, Hay,and ' 
Stubble of falſe Teachers : hee muſt take diligent heed to keep the 
Chutch from errours. And further hee muſt deliver his dectrine ſo 
 playnlie, fimplic, and purclie, that the church may increaſe with the in- 
creaſing of Go1, &growe vp ynio him which isthe head, Chriſt Ieſus. 
1 Cor.3-11,12, Levit, 10.10, Ezech, 33 1.2, Oc, and 44. 
24: Mal.2,6. 1Cor,z,1l1. 1Cor.117.1 Tims, 16. & 6,20, 
Ephe.2,20. Heb,6,1.1 Pet.2,2. FE 
| The office of the Auncientes 13 expreſſed in their de ſcription: Their - 
eſpeciall care muſt bee,to ſ-e rhe ordinaunces of God truely taught and 
and pracized, aſwel by the officers in dooing their duetie vprightlic, as 
to {ce that the people obey willinglie and readily. It 1s their duerie to fee 
the Congregation holily and uy ordered, and no way diſturbed, 
by the contentious and difobedient.froward and obſtinate: nor taking. 
away the liberric of the leaſt, but vpholding the right of all, wiſclic iud> : 
ging of times and circumſtances. They muſt bee readie aſviſtauntes to 
the Paſtour and Teachers, helping to beare their burden, but nor intru= 
ding into their office, Num. 1 1.16. Deut.1,13.8&16.18, 2 Chro. 


19,8 Ex0 39,42. 171im,3,15.2Tim.1,13, 1Cor,11,16.4and 


14.33. G41,2,4.5,14. Col. 4.,16-17. 4&t,20.1Pet.s.,1. Rom.12,8.- 
| The D-acons office 1s, faithfully to om & collect by the ordinance - 
of the Church, the goods and benevolence of the faithtall, and by the 

ſ:me direction, diligentlic and truſtilic to diſtribute them according to 
the neceſitic ofthe Saincts. Further they ruſt enquire & conſider of 
the proportion of the wantes both of theOfficers and other peore,and 
accordinglie relate vnto the Church, that proviſion may be made. 


Actes 6, Rom. 12,8. 

The Relicvers & Widowes office is,to miniſter to the licke,lame,wea- 
rie, & diſeaſed, ſuch helpefull comforts as they need, by watching,ten. 
ding and helping them:Further, they muſt ihew good exampleto the 
yonger Women, in ſober, modeſt, & godly converſation, avoyding 
idlenes,vaine talke,& light behaviour. Rom.12.J.1 Tim. ,9. EF 

Theſc Officers, though they be divers and ſeverall,yet arc they nor 
ſevered, leaſt there Chould be a diviſion in the body , bur they are as 
members of the bodice, having rhe ſame caie one of another,toyntlic . 


doing their ſeverall ductics to the ſervice of the Sainfes,and to the edi- "ue 


fication of the Bodie of Chriſt, till wee all meer together in the perfe&. 

meaſure of che fulnes of Chriſt, by whom all the bodie being in the 

mcanc Whyle thus coupled and knat togither by everic 10ynt for rhe 
: Ki furat- 
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furniture thefeof, according to the effe&uall power Which is in the 
meaſure of cverie part, recciveth increaſe of the bodie, vmto the 
edifying of it ſelf i love:neither can any of thele Offices be wanting, 
without grievous lamenes , -< nrInG deformitic of the bodies, yea 
violent injurie tothe Head Chriſt Icſus, Luk.g.46.47.48, Ioh.1;. 
13---17. 4 Cor,12,12.25.28, Epbeſ 4,11,12,73.16. 

Thus this holie armie of ſaintes, is mar(halled here in earth by theſe 
Officers, ynder the condu@ of their glorious Emperour CHRIST, that 
victorious Michac!l. Thus it marcheth in this moſt heaventic order,8& 
gratious araye, againſt all Enimies both bodilie and ghoſtlies pca« 
ceablc in it (clf as Ieruſalem, terrible to the enemy as anArmiec with ba- 
ners, triumphing over their tyrannic with patience, their crueltic with 
mekenes, and over Death it ſelf with dying, Thus through the blood 
of that ſpotles Lambe, and thac Word of their tcſtimonie, they 
are more then Conquerours, erm, the head of the Serpents yea 
through the power of his Word, they have power to caſt downe baken 
like lightning : to tread vpon Serpents aud Scorpions : rocaſt downe 
ſtrong holds,and everic thing that exalceth it ſelf againſt GoD, The 
gates of Hcll and all the Principalities and powers of the werld, ſhall 
not prevayle againſtit. Rom, 12.ch. 1 Cor. c2, Rev. 14,1.2,Song.6.z. 


Rev.12.1.Luk,1o,18,79. 2 Cor.tv.5. Mar.16,18.Ro,8,38,39, 

Further,he hath given them the keyes of the Kingdome of Heaven, 
that wharſocver they bynd in carth by his word, f halbe bound in 
heaven: and whatſoever they looſe on carth, \ halbe looſed in heaven, 
Mar. 16,19. lohn,20,23,Mat-18,18, 

Now this power which Chriſt hath given vnto his Church, and te 
every member of his Churth, co keep itin order, hee hath nor left ic 
to their diſcretions and luſtes to be ved or negleRed as they will, but in 
his laſt Will and Teſtament, he hath ſert downe both an order of pro- 
cceding,and an end to which it is vſed, Mar. 16.16.-19.& 18,15. 
16.17,18.@ 28,20, Deut,12,31.32. Revatz,4.19. 

If the fault be private, holy 8 loving admonrion & reproofists 
be vicd, with an inward deſire & earneſt care to winne thetr brother: 
But if hee wil not heare, yer ro take two or three other brethren with 
him, whom he knoweth moſt * meet: for that purpoſe, that by the 
mourh of two or three witneſſes, every word may beconfirmed: And 
if he refuſc to heare them, then ro declare the matter tothe Church, 
which ought ſeverclic and ſharpelie to reprehend , graveclie ro admo- 
niſh.and lovinglie to perſwade rhe partic offending: ſhewing him the 
heynouſnes of his offence, 8& the daunger of his obſtinacic, & the feare= 
full judgements of the Lord, Ley.1x9.17.18, Mat.18,15.Dcut, 


ISI 5. Har. 18, 16, 


All 


| Or Tnz Vis!ats Cruvacn, 

All this notwithtanding the Church is not to hold him as an eni- 
mie, butco aJlmoniſh him and py for him as a Brother, prooving 
ifat any tim2 the Lord will give him repentaunce, For this power 
ts not given them to the deſtruQion of any, but to the edification of all. 


2 Theſ, ;,15. 2 Cor,10,8, and 13,10. | 

If this przvaile not to draw him to repentance , then are th&y in the 
Name aud ovower ofthe Locd I E SV S with the whole Congregation, 
reverent!ly in prayer to proceed to excommunication, that is vnto the 
caſting him out of their congregation & fellowſhip, covenaunt & pre- 
teAio of theLord, for his diſobedience & obſtinacie, & committing him 
to Sathan for the deſtruQis of the fleſh, thatthe Spirit may be ſavedin ' 
the day of the Lord lefus,it fuch bee his good wil and pleature. Mar. 18, 


17. $$ 4 Ih | 

Further, they are to warne the whole Congregation and all other 
faichfull,ro hold tam as a Heathen and Publicane, & to abſtcine them- 
ſelves from his ſocietie, as not to ear or drink with him , &c, vnlcs 
it bee luch as of neceſsitic muſt needes, as his Wife, his Children, and 
Familic: yet thefe (if they be members of the ms are not tO joYne 
ro him in any ſpiricuall exerciſe. Mat. 18.17. 1 Cof.g.11, 

If the offence bee publike, the partie is publiquely to bee reproved, 
and admoniſhed: ifhee then repent not, to proceed to excommuni- 
Ccation,as aforcſaid. 1 Tim.z.20. Gal.z.14, loſ.7.19. 2 Cor,y,g. 

The repentance of the partie muft bee proportionableto the of= 
fence, viz, If the offence bee publique, publique : If private, privates 
humbled, ſubmiſſive, ſorrowfull, vnfained , giving gloric tv the Lord. 
Tev.rg,17.14. Pro-10,12, Rem.12,19. 0 13,10, 4nd 14.1, 

There muſtgreat care bee had of admonitions, that they bee not capti» 
ous or curious finding fault where none is; neyther yet in bitrernes of 
reproch: for that were todeſtroye and not to ſave our brother zbut they 
muſt bee carefullic done, with prayer going before , they mult dee ſea» 
zoned wich trueth,grauitic, love & peace. Mat.18.15,& 25.8.Gal.6.1.2, 
2 T11,2.24.Mark.9,50, Epheſc4,29, lam.y,15,19,20. 

Moreover in this Church is an eſpeciall carc hadby every member 
thereof , of offences ; The Strong oughtnot to offend the Weak, nor 
the weake to iudge the ſtronge: bur all graces here aregiven tothe 
ſervice: and edification of each other in love and long ſuffering, 
Luke. 17,1, Pro,r0,12.Rom.14,13, 19. Gal.6,2, 

Inthis Church is the Truth purelic caughr, an4 ſurclic kept; heer is: 
the Covenaunt , the Sacramentes, and promiſes, the gpey | £5 gloric,. 


the preſence,the worſhip of God, &c, Gen. 27.ch. Lev.26.11,12. 
Ifa. 44-3.Gal.4,28. & 6,16,1ſay,60,1 5, Dent. 4,12, 13, Iſa), 
$6,7,1Tim.3,1y. 1 ſay. $2.8, 


low 
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Into this Temple encrech no vncleane thing, neither whatſoever 


Forketh abbominaciss or lycs,but thev whichare wriri& in the Lambes 


| Book of lifes | 7ſaq, 52.1, Ezeb.q4 9, tſay.35.8., Zach. 
44+ 21. Rev.21,27. b9: & fe 


Bur without this CHVYRCH ſhalbe dogs and Enchauncors , 8& 
Whoremongers, & Murderers,and Idolatours, and whoſocver loverh & 


waketh lyes, Rom.2.9, Reva. 1s, 


1589. 


